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Viewpoint  
Maneuvering Tricky Terrain  

 
It was a pleasant surprise when the House Judiciary Committee on July 18, 2007 approved an 

amendment that would prohibit the patenting of tax planning methods. For the full text of the 
amendment see pleasant surprise.  

 
It is important to note that there probably has never been a more relevant time when strong 

tax practitioners are needed. The IRS certainly has not become a "kindler, gentler IRS". On the 
contrary, you are taxed unless you are able to prove that you shouldn't be taxed. The desperate need 
for revenue from tax is highlighted even more so at the state level. Have you tried recently talking 
compromise or even reasonably with the Illinois Department of Employment Security or the Illinois 
Department of Revenue?  

We pride ourselves on staying on top of (and ahead of) tax developments and their impact on 
our clients' bottom line. We are bold, creative, and aggressive (in the good sense of the word). We 
follow the tax shelter regulations, abusive tax scams and developing trends with the IRS and the state 
taxing bodies.  

We do not seek to patent any of our tax planning strategies. We offer it to all of our clients, 
both current and future. Would you like to know how you can improve your tax picture? Give me a 
call.  
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This material is intended for educational purposes only. The conclusions expressed are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views 

of Kerkstra Law Offices LLC. While this material is based on information believed to be reliable, no warranty is given as to its accuracy or 

completeness. Concepts expressed are current as of the date appearing in this material only and are subject to change without notice.  

TAX ADVICE NOTICE: The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) now requires specific formalities before written tax advice can be used to avoid 

penalties. This communication does not meet such requirements. You cannot contend that IRS penalties do not apply by reason of this 

communication.  
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